Chapter xX 


~GURBILAS PATSHAHI AND GURBILAS CHHEVIN PATSHAHI 


As we saw in the case of the Gyan-Ratnavali, the professed 


claim of an author for the antiquity and authenticity of his 
Lika the janamsakhi 


work can turn out to be an artistic ruse, 


form, the gurbilas form yas also used by writers to put forth 


ideas which were alien to the original works in that genre. Two 


important works of this kind are the Gurbilas Patshah! 10 ‘and 


1 
Gurbil3s Chhevīn pStshahf, We propose to analyse potn these 


i 
| works briefly in this chapter to showy that they. tell us much 


more about the time in which they were composed than about the 


subject which they profess to treat, 
The Gurbilas PatshahI 10,attributed to Koer Singh, is 


generally placed in the mid-18th century. However, not only 


the time but also the authorship of this work is: doubtful. The 
| supposed clue to its date is ambiguous. The word 'ekadas' is 
The change of metre in dating the manuscript 


~ left unexplained. 
makes it all the more doubt.) Though the published version 


1. Gurbilās Patshahi (ed, Shamsher Singh Ashok, intro, 
1967, 295; 


Í Fauja Singh) Punjabi University, Patiala, 
E; HHS ay fearen sTo Y aa n HH à feen Herat 


wo ZR Hs UM Ba 
O HA n A wa 
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speaks af Koer Ti as the euthor, yet the editor saems to 


disagree with it,” 


J 
This work is based on the Bachittar niak, tis Gu robha 


atshabi. The last work in 


and Sukha Singh's bila aswin 
in terms of episodes. 


particular is closely followed At timas 


the vocabulary remains the same though the metr 


A large number of passages ate lifted from Qukha gingh's work 


with only slight changes, These passages are given at the end 


of this chapter with the page numbers of the Gu rbilas Daswin 
f gukha Singh's Gu rbilas 


patshahi in brackets, If the dating © 
should be 


“4s correct, then the Gurbilas attributed to Koer Singh 


an early 19th-century wo rk, 


The most important feature of this work is its heterodoxye 


i 
i 
Guru Gobind Singh does not consider himself to be the Guru, - 


It was the Goddess (Devi) who asked for the creation of the 


Guru Gobind Singh arranged an e 
1a sixteen year old girl 


She 


balea t laborate ritual to make 


the Goddess appear at the ngaen 


E ESRT Te e ae 


was sacrificed, The Goddess appeared before the Guru. 


2. Gurbilas Patshahi 10, 47, 99. 

i 3, Ibid., 103: 

{ok 5 ugs ud us Ñ fss a w ug a at ware 
Ñ fon. tad Woes 3". 

1 4, Ibid., 108: 

Å ur mm fast Bet, gra do us uit Jet 
aS Ibid,, 109: 


gn aow ural 
AR 


ms 
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1 liked her sulogy and blessed the Guru with the power 'to rule 
{| 


the world and to destroy the Tu rks! „£ The Guru was detached 


1 fron tha world, He left the heavy burden of the responsibility 


of creating the Khalsa for the Goddess. The Khalsa Panth was 


] placed at the feet of the Goddess. The Guru was ‘an dace rea fon’ | 


| The number Of the Sikhs who were sacrificed to make the Goddess 


g 
appear was a lac and a quarter, The Goddass told Guru Gobind 


: ra e 
] that he *was her son like Shiva, and she gave him a khanda, 


All the gods appeared to give Guru Gobind Singh their individual 


'poue rs! la gave him his briefs; 
Y 
and Beapons,/ the Goddess, 19 


hair were given by Vishnu; 


The author has a peculiar notion of 


e Gurbilas PatshahY 49, 114: 

uf os, de wt yt ag Ù fea afz why as gare 
ris 32 HÀ wa Puls gaS SH a3 wn ae 

7. Ibid., mmeg 
tg st ava ae 2, H WS ud Guard 
wy fra fe A, ua det fra are 
UI WSAT HS ue, Brat WA Uaa 
Ji WES SH A, J aT A wega 


Ibid., 120: 

as fen wane fed fay wort Ua ag py urd 
8, Ibid., 120: 

ret Sy fpa at HA 32 wet sa fI ua 
9, Ibid., 121: 


4 esas Sroai fers we a 
| 4 ofa tor og ufate à 


10, Ibid., 121: 
PUDO DE JlI UG aeT puret 
HIS | 1 ISga wu EÈ ret 


N 
a 
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Khālsa in the Primeval Being, 1 


There are several other ideas which confirm the impression 
that the author of the Gurbilas patshaht 10 held heterodox 
beliefs. In Sikhism, Kaliyuga is an age that makes ‘virtue! easy 
to practise. But the author holds the contrary opinion, Men 


cannot believe in God, Only a few would be redeemed, 1? The 


panj Piyaras, the Five Beloved, are held 'to be the Guru's 
associates in satyuga. They joined him again “to be a part of 


the frame of the Gu nt, '5 The writer seems to place the Adi 


Granth and Puranas almost on the same evel. 7 The Gu ru himself 


is a worshipper of the Goddess at the naurata Festival W 


11. Gurbilās Patshāhī 10, 127: 
wfe Fu YSA HÌ 
12.6 Ibid., 1223 


TeciodS H dos Ju Was ... 
Ibid., 283: 
We aT at yo dy 
ton ug sfa Ife usb 
Ibid., 292: 
wa fsm IÀ UT H wet 
fes } feas Hy at yet 
13. Ibid., 129: 


Wal Hal Agra a Hat 7 
uss Ne J aJ- walt ae. / 
f 


74, Ibid., 130: 


Ig da wa pa wa vel 
He ary urs atv da 
45, Ibid., 175: 


| Wi aisa ot nu ord 
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Fu rthe rmore, the writer of the Gurbilas Patshahi 10 holds 


a pe tee tic idea about the mission of Guru Nanak who discovered 
tha spiritual emptiness of both Islam and Hinduism, In reply 
to a gazi, Guru Gobind Singin ie supposed to have said, ‘Your 
religion is good to you and Our religion to ug 2 A masnavi 
(probably of Rumi) is deemed to be a neu authority on the 


17 
immanence of God, Apart from the Gurus, ten more hidden 


incarnations are expected, 18 


Besides doctrinal heterodoxy Guru Gobind Singh is 
portrayed Pparadigmatically as a Hindu inca rnation, Guru Gobind 
Singh's departure from Patna achoes the sentimentalities 


of Rama leaving Ayodhia for bani shment, 1° Images from Ramayana 


_ 16, Gurbilas Patshahi 10, 263: 
tue HAY Jud fa feuds 


IH Xe us 3 gH B HT was 
nv, lLbro>s, 265: 
WI HASet Ù feH aT 
HII wet H RTII wat 
M48. Ibid.,. 283; 
TA Wests WHA FS 
st o Jg I usws 
wear us d ty 


ETA Ibid., 34. 


Y > 
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20 
Tecu f 
_ are recurring,” fama killed the demon Ravana with the help 
of monkeys, 
21 


In the same way the Guru gave rulership to the 
— ihe Guru takes after Hindy inca nationa,” He ie 
| q i Vishnu, °” Makhowal is like Brindaban, 24 Guru Gobind Singh is 
Krishna," The climax of tha HPA portrayal of Curu 
Gobind Singh is reached when Mata Gujri vanishes at the time 


of her death like Sita into the earth, 2 


i = 20e Gurbilas patshahT 10, 57; 
ufs afen X w ty 
m es Hist AG N 

Ibid., 58; 


po ee. ange a 


Fat do fon ue Safed dar 
$ aafe wet ufs Ret 
D [eis Ibid., 139; 
«se SH afus 2 dar 
fi ag on we 2 ctor 

7 22. Ibid., 37: 
ww II UY at HS TH UT 
q dies fra ag gu J, ws fas Had a PH wat 
t 23. Tbid., 59: 
fens su at naar aly 
«24, Ibid., 47: 


FES TH OY Ha ATA 
25. Ibid., 68: 
ey ue 3a wee, fans 3 we an va 
Ibid., 71: 
tt oy fans weza 
ftid., 79: 


Us ats He 
Ibid; 84, 100, 126, 272, 255. 


tra 2... 
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The aut ~ ” - 
uthor of the Gurbilas Patshahit 19 was certainly 
milia 
fa r with Sinapat's Gu robha, He details the difficulties 


i ien 
' exper e ya by the mata at Anandpu few their military 
tactics th 1 

os e Gum's emblematic appdé ahoa r and his supposed 
y ri 
i marriage before the battle of Baghaar. > He theologizes the 


osition of Gun 
| p Uru Gobind Singh at Talwandi Sabo the way Sainapat 


had written about the Cum at Chamkaur, 22 


However, the author of the Gurbilas Patshaht 10 keeps the 
doctrine of Guru-Panth in a low key, and underlines the doctrine 
of Guru-Granth, The Khalsa are the 'sons of the Guru'; they 
would avenge themselves on the enemy of the Cun, 95 The Guw-Cranth 


34 


God. i i 
is Guru Gobind Singh answers the question regarding 


ee a 
27. Gurbilas Patshahl 10, 180, 181, 190. 
28. Ibid., 198. 


29, Ibid., 234. 


4 32, Ibid., 229% 

REIT Ww TH dad d nas HAE 

j fasts a ef a l Board 

y 33. Ibid., 281: 

m Wal Hal 7 fries N fonan 

IRE ug Hug Hower, as Sè rity A ugrere 


344 Ibid., 283: 


a succession by saying that the sa Moat is the Khalsa to wield the 
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words and to follow the shabd, The Guru is the Granth. 
A. sangat is the Form of the Guru, If the sikhs folloy his 
“teachings and observe the rehat, than, they would find the 
Gum ‘amidst themt,"° In contrast with the emphatic statements on 


e Guru-Granth, there are only ambiguous ones on the principle 


of Guru-Khalsa, except at the time of the creation of the 


Khalsa, which is required by the context, >” 


Hos 


f 


sympathy with 'the people’, 'Ona should he ever vigilant, The 


The author of the Gurbilas Patshaht 10 does not show much 


officials should not gat involved yith the people, One should 


TY Gurbilas Pātshāhľ 10, 284; 
i ee Hi wads dea ie 
uaafe nee a w, Awd A fu wu 


5 ag a RRS, A da at Atay HTS 


36, Riad: , 286: 
5 


F gu a, Fwd 3 HET 
fax, wd dus fre al ad 
si sfi à, wo sa AI A 


Ibid., 287: 
fsus 78, aH fas SI 5 we fund 


Ibid,, 138: 
fq as 3 ag UGH HS far HS HTT 


1 afs, 39 ‘FWY Is R3 edt 
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{ 


be efficient, neither too Friendly nor too inimical to one's 


| subjects, cry are like lions (singhs) who find friends in 
ie a 1 3 4 
= Lede Preposterous for a Singh, mich more for Guru 


Gobind Singh, to Hold such a doctrine, 'The subjects need a 


| 


; A ; 
ors hand to deal with’, ; Woman, people, land and money are 


a” 39 
pret th ful to none’, Sich ideas would have been simply suicidal 


and silly for the Sikhs to hold in the middle of the eighteenth 


peentu ry. "when there is an internal conflict among the Turks, 


38. Gurbilas Patshahl 40,207: 
FETS HS wust aly 
33 Hort dus S ath 
“ata wis eat & farara? 
fou H arsa Ù fsoust 
aus oud fry at det 
ar H3, 5 Tè aet 


Es: Ibid., 260: 


1 (Guru Gobind Singh) shall be in the Khalsa to finish them off.! 


40 
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"There sou ba wars between the Turks, There would be Sikh rule 


when heads are offered for the sake of the Guru's! Keeping in 
view the Mughal-Afghan conflict, thess statements can be seen 


as Boetceventun Prophecies, 


In the GUrbilas Patshahf » there are echoes of : 


differences between the Majha and the Malwa Sikhs, 'The men of the 
hills are without spirit and religion, The Sikhs of the Ma jha 
axe hard as stones in their faith, They are the wlers of the 
world, The Malwais were made to be mad! , 42 The acceptance of 


British overlordship by the Sikh chiefs of the Malwa could form 


the background for this opinion of the Malwais, In any case, the 


author of the Gurbilas PatshahT 10 was familiar with the 


Presence of the English in the country, S 


The conciliatory tone of the author of the Gurbilis 


Patshahi 19 towards the Muslims is highly significant. Despite 


41, Gurbilas Patshahi 10, 283; 
fa seas aA fe mud 
4 “i Ah od I uard 


Bom bidi, 233: 


pe Ibid. 2596 


LB TO «> 


“written by Sohan Kavi in 1718 A.9, 
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Gum Gobind Singh's mission to ‘wipe out the Turks’, an impression 


is given that the term covered the tyrannical rulers only. Guru 
Gobind Singh is visited by Muslim nobles, Thay find him ‘an 


44 
The Mughal Khan-i-Khanan is amply honou red, 


image of God’, 
45 

by the Guru. A long conversation between the qazis and the 

s —— 
Guru ensures that Islam and Sikhism are only marginally 
different. That is why the Muslimsare advised to stick to 
their religion, The pacificatory stance of the author towards 
the Muslims, together with the 'Hindu' portrayal of Guru Gobind 
Singh, makes one suspect that the Gurbilas Patshahi_10 carries 
a strong imprint of Sikh rule under Ranjit Singh for whom it 
was absolutely necessary to hold the three communities in some 
kind of a balance. Only than the 'subjacts' could be held in 
contempt for being sinful enough to constitute Kaliyuga, which | 


men could redeem to soma extent by their ‘individual' devotion 


to the Gu ru-Sranth. 


The Gurbilas Chhevin patshahi is believed to have bean 
In the published version the 


ae aoe 


